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Try, Try Again 
Way back in January (you remember, 
back when it was cold and snowy) we 
had the first meeting at our new 
location, YOUR CLASSIC RIDE.  We will 
be returning there this month, and will 
attempt to show our program once 
again.  However, before we watch a 
selection from those official Packard 
training films on the 1948/1949/1950 
model years, we will discuss upcoming 
touring plans and events, and 
refreshments, of course!  
 

¢Ƙƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ 5ŀǘŀ tƭŀǘŜ ƛǎ ŀ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŀǘ ŘŀǊƪ ŀǘǘƛŎ ǘƘŀǘ ǎŜŜƳǎ ŀ 
little foreboding, but turns out to be a treasure trove.  Two 
features show what happens when you peek inside a garage and 
ŦƛƴŘ ŀ tŀŎƪŀǊŘ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜ ŀǿŀƛǘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳΧ ƛƴǘǊƛƎǳŜŘΚ  ²ŜƭƭΣ ǊŜŀŘ ƻƴΗ 

Visit Mid-America Packards at www.midamericapackards.org 
 

Photo by Bud Juneau 

Dues Reminder 
 

 

Membership Director Steve Christy and Treasurer Mike Sneed would like to invite all members to consider 
the renewal of your dues for 2013.  Dues are now $25 for 12 months of our newsletter, The Data Plate, and 
12 months of Packard fun.  We are completing the 2014 Membership Directory, and would like to continue 
to list all of our Packard friends within its pages.  Please inform us of any updates or corrections since our 
2013 Directory.  You may receive a call or email from MAP for confirmation. 
 

If you have already renewed, Mid-America Packards thanks you for your continued support.  If not, please consider 
doing so while at the next meeting or for your convenience to, by mail: 
 

Mike Sneed 
8517 ANN AVE., KC, KS 66112 

 

CHECKS PAYABLE TO: MID-AMERICA PACKARDS 
 

The national Packard Club would like to remind you that all members of PAC regions like ours are required to be 
ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ tŀŎƪŀǊŘ !ǳǘƻƳƻōƛƭŜ /ƭŀǎǎƛŎǎΦ  5ƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƻ ǊŜƴŜǿ ȅƻǳǊ t!/ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ŦƻǊ нлмо ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭΗ 

http://www.midamericapackards.org/
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The Data Plate 

THE DATA PLATE IS PUBLISHED MONTHLY BY MID-AMERICA PACKARDS 

(MAP), A REGION OF PACKARD AUTOMOBILE CLASSICS.  OUR PURPOSE 

IS TO SERVE, PROMOTE AND REPORT NEWS ABOUT MID-AMERICA 

PACKARDS IN PRIMARILY A 75 MILE RADIUS OF KANSAS CITY.  

TO BECOME A MEMBER OF MAP, ONE MUST ALSO BE A MEMBER OF 

PACKARD AUTOMOBILE CLASSICS.  OWNERSHIP OF A PACKARD IS NOT 

NECESSARY. 

REGULAR MONTHLY MEETINGS ARE HELD AT YOUR CLASSIC RIDE, 2711 

WARWICK TRAFFICWAY, KANSAS CITY, MO, 64108, AT 7:30 PM ON 

THE FOURTH FRIDAY OF EVERY ODD-NUMBERED MONTH, UNLESS 

OTHERWISE NOTIFIED. 

NOTICE! 

ALL MATERIAL FOR THE DATA PLATE MUST BE SUBMITTED TO 

THE EDITORS BY THE 10TH OF THE MONTH! 

17704 PLATTSBURG ROAD, HOLT, MO 64048 

OR EMAIL TO pachlj@hotmail.com 

ELECTED BOARD MEMBERS 

DIRECTOR -------------------------------------- TOM NORMAN 

(913) 649-8383 tnorman@everestkc.net 

ASSISTANT DIRECTOR ------------------------------   JON ROOT 

(913) 381-4994 

SECRETARY /  TREASURER -----------------------    MIKE SNEED 

(913) 299-6133   msneedclipper@gmail.com 

8517 ANN AVE., KC, KS 66112 

PROGRAMS & EVENTS DIRECTOR -------  MARSHA NORMAN 

(913) 649-8383  

MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR ----------------------  STEVE CHRISTY 

(913) 677-0593   shc2020@linkcity.org 

 

APPOINTED BOARD MEMBERS 
 

TECHNICAL ADVISORS: 

 PRE-WWII ----------------------------- BILL CARNEY 

(785) 272-9109 

EDITORS, THE DATA PLATE ---------------------      JEFF PACHL 

(816) 628-0003   pachlj@hotmail.com 

STEVE CHRISTY  

(913) 677-0593   shc2020@linkcity.org 

Directors Column 

Tom Norman 

  March 2014 

Spring is upon us and the time is right 
to get our cars in shape for summer 
drives, car shows, and hopefully 
some car tours.  Car tours to be one 
of the topics at our March 
meeting.    I have spent part of my 
winter days on eBay auctions looking 
for dealer promos and other die cast 
ŎŀǊǎ L Ƨǳǎǘ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƭƛǾŜ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘΗ  I 
have purchased more than a few, but 
less than a big bunch.  I will do a 
program on promotional and die cast 
cars in the future if club members are 
interested.  

Dan Ulam is home and beginning his 
recovery from stage one lymphoma 
that is contained in the right sinus 
cavity.  He will have a limited number 
of Chemo treatments followed by 
radiation treatments.  Lavon and Dan 
want to thank everyone for their 
prayers, cards, phone calls, and 
visits.  It has meant a great deal to 
Dan to know so many people have 
expressed great concern for he and 
LaVon.  Marsha and I will try to keep 
everyone informed on his progress.  

Hope to see as many members and 
guests as possible at our March 
meeting!! 
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M ID -AMERICA PACKARD õS  

2014 CALENDAR  
 

 
March 28 ð Regular Membership Meeting  ð  

Refreshments: Chamberlain/Christy  

April 4 -6 ð 37th Annual Texas Packard Meet, Salado, Texas ð 

 more info at: http://www.texaspackardmeet.com/  

April  11-12 ð Spring Tour to Clinton, Missouri ð See Page 7! 

May 2-4 ð AACA Swap Meet, Lawrence, Kansas, 4-H Fairgrounds  

May 23 ð Regular Membership Meeting  ð Refreshments: Macek /Norman  

June 22 ð 8th Annual Art of the Car Concours ð Kansas City Art Institute  

July 15 ð 20 ð PAC National  Meet in Warren, Ohio ð Sponsored by the National Packard Museum 

July  25 ð Regular Membership Meeting  ð Refreshments: Pachl/Pavlicek  

August ð TBD  

August 31-September 5 ð 8th Henry Joy Tour ð sponsored by East Grand Packards 

September ð TBD ð Driving Tour to Topeka, with our hosts Bill & Jerri e Carney. 

September 26 ð Regular Membership Meeting  ð Refreshments: Reese/Root 

October ?? ð Annual Chili Supper  

October 8-11 ð AACA Meet, Hershey, PA  

December 5 ð Regular Membership Meeting  ð Refreshments: Sneed/Thomas 

December Annual Holiday Banquet  

 
 

 

    

5ŀƴ ¦ƭŀƳΩǎ флth Birthday Party:  Update 
 

5ŀƴΩǎ ǇŀǊǘȅΣ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭƭȅ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜŘ ŦƻǊ aŀǊŎƘ ннΣ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǇƻǎǘǇƻƴŜŘ 
while he recovers from a medical procedure.  Dan is recuperating well, 
but needs a little time before he is dancing on the table again.  Once 
the all-clear has been given, a new date will be announced.  In the 

meantime, prayers & well wishes are welcome. 

http://www.texaspackardmeet.com/
http://www.kcai.edu/events/special-events/art-car-concours
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Behind That Locked Door ı photos & text by Jeff Pachl 
hƪŀȅΣ ǎǘƻǇ ƳŜ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ƘŜŀǊŘ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǘƻǊȅΦ  L ƪƴƻǿ L Ƴŀȅ ƘŀǾŜ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ ƛǘ ƻƴŎŜ ƻǊ ǘǿƛŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ 
repeated it more times than my wife would care to hear, but here is the story of how I suddenly 
discovered that I was a Packard man.  This story was brought to mind because I found some old 
photos, and it is now 2014, exactly 30 years after I took them.  It was the summer of 1984, and I 
was a newly minted, 22 year old ŎƻƭƭŜƎŜ ƎǊŀŘǳŀǘŜΣ ŜƴǊƻƭƭŜŘ ƛƴ ƎǊŀŘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ƛƴ wƻƭƭŀΣ aƛǎǎƻǳǊƛΧ 
 
I had an apartment off of Elm and 13th Street, only a block or so from campus.  Walking back 
from a friendΩs place, I happened upon a garage, single car, sort of dingy and neglected.  I had 
probably seen this garage a score of times, but never gave it much thought.  However, I had 
recently been reading about some old cars, Brand Generic, and suddenly it occurred to me that 
there might be something interesting lurking inside.  Normally I am not one to trespass, but I 
ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǎǘŀƴŘ ƛǘΦ  L ǎǘƻƻŘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƳƻƳŜƴǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎƛŘŜǿŀƭƪΣ ŀƴŘ ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ƳŜΦ  bƻǘ ŀ ǎƻǳƭ 
watching.  So I sauntered up to the back door, where there were high-mounted windows.  A 
little hard to see, but I could make out the hulking presence of some old automobile.  I made 
my way around to the side of the building where there were windows that were more 
revealing.  I rubbed the dirt off the glass with the butt of my hand.  This is what I saw: 

 
What the heck is that?  A Constellation? Now, I 
knew the name of every car on the road when I 
was as young as 3 or 4 years old (not 
exaggerating) and yet I, a college graduate, 
could not place the name Constellation.  This 
would bear some research.  Turns out, it was a 
Packard!  Who knew?  Well, probably a lot of 
people, but it was entire new, and entirely 
exciting to me.  All I knew is that I had to have it.  
 

I contacted the owner of the property, which was a rental for students.  He told me to get lost, 
in so many words, and that was the end of it.  Or so I thought.  I stopped by every time I passed, 
and watched the Connie bravely holding up the rafters of the dirt-floored garage.  It slumbered.  
As it happened, I eventually graduated a 
second time, and left Rolla for Kansas City.  I 
returned frequently to visit my girl-friend 
(now wife Tina) and usually paid the Clipper a 
visit while waiting for her to get out of class. 
One day, I was horrified to discover the 
Clipper was gone, as was the entire garage.  I 
drove around the town, and found it, FOR 
SALE sign in the window, on the parking lot of 
a motel.  Sorrow.  It was too expensive.  I 
stewed and twitched about it for months.  
Then, during one of the last times I would find 
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myself in Rolla, it was there, severely damaged.  It had been hit by an unhitched boat trailer, 
with boat, which had demolished the rear right quarter, deck lid and bumper.  But, hey!  The 

price had dropped, and my spirits rose.  Finally, in 
February, 1988, after four years of waiting, we bought 
it, cheap. 
 
It took quite a while to find replacement sheet-metal 
for the fender. I picked up a suitable deck-lid and 
bumper from J.W Myers.  It turns out the car was 
something of an abandoned project by the previous 
owner. He had half-finished many little things, like a 
starter-ƳƻǘƻǊ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŦƛǘΣ ŀ ƳŜǎǎŜŘ ǳǇ 
power antenna, botched upholstery.  But altogether, 

it was very solid in spite of the damage, and proved to be a great car.  Over the next five years 
or so it all came together.  The body work was completed, the paint was mixed and sprayed (a 
rare single-color Constellation), new tires, and finally new stainless trim.  It looked like a million 
ōǳŎƪǎΣ ŀǎ ƭƻƴƎ ŀǎ ȅƻǳ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƭƻƻƪ ƛƴǎƛŘŜΦ  aȅ ǳǇƘƻƭǎǘŜǊȅ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǿŀǎ ƛƴstalled, not yet anyway.   
 
The Constellation has been a wonderful 
touring car, with smooth Torsion-Level, the 
purring V8, and a Twin-Ultramatic that has 
never needed servicing.  We have driven it on 
many tours, around Kansas City and beyond, 
as well as four National Meets: St. Louis 
(2000), South Bend (2007), Des Moines 
(2008) and Branson (2009).  This year I would 
like to see the upholstery finished, refresh the 
tires and brakes, and do some touch-up on 
the paint, which has faded over the past 20 years.   For now, it is out in the garage, slumbering 
again, just waiting for spring.   

 

At the PAC National Meet, St. Louis, Missouri, 2000 
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Toys in the Attic: University Motors 
Sometime back, the Barland family of Lawrence, Kansas offered several vehicles, remnants of their familyĴs Packard 
dealership in that college town, up for auction.  What were not made available were the contents of the garage on the 
property.  Recently, the Barland family has decided to part with the treasures found within, and treasures there are.  
Of course, they are scattered and jumbled in the best of attic tradition, but some very interesting pieces are to be seen 
within.  The following photos give some idea of what is lurking in the shadows.  Brian Barland and his family would 
like to sell it all as one lot, but a final decision has not been made.  In the meantime enjoy what we saw on a very cold 
January morningļ 
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October 22, 1951 advertisement, Lawrence Journal 


